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Directory; the dispatches ought "to open the eyes of the blindest," but would not "change . . . the leaders of the opposition unless there should appear a manifest desertion of the followers."l Washington believed the French Government "capable [of] any thing bad" and denounced its "outrageous conduct . . . toward the United States"; but he was even more wrathful at the "inimitable conduct of its partisans [in America] who aid and abet their measures." He concluded that the Directory would modify their defiant attitude when they found "the spirit and policy of this country rising with resistance and that they have falsely calculated upon support from a large part of the people thereof." 2
Then was heard the voice of the country. "The effects of the publication [of the dispatches] ... on the people . . . has been prodigious. . . . The leaders of the opposition . . . were astonished & confounded at the profligacy of their beloved friends the French." 3 In New England, relates Ames, "the Jacobins [Republicans] were confounded, and the trimmers dropt off from the "party, like windfalls from an apple tree in September."4 Among all classes were observed "the most magical effects5'; so "irresistible has been the current of public opinion . . . that ... it has broken down the opposition in Congress." 5 Jefferson mournfully informed Madison that "the spirit kindled up in the towns is wonder-
1  Washington to Pickering, April 10,1798; Writings: Ford, xiii, 495.
2  Washington to Hamilton, May 27, 1798; ib., xiv, 6-7. 1 Sedgwick to King, May 1,1798; King, ii, 319.
4 Ames to Gore, Dec. 18, 1798; Works: Ames, i, 245-46. 6 Troup to King, June 3, 1798; King, ii, 329.